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ANNUAL REPORT. 



THE past year has not been marked either in 
this country or abroad by any important ad- 
dition to the mass of literature which deals with the 
works or the life of Dante. In Italy the new period- 
ical entirely devoted to Dantesque studies, " L'Ali- 
ghieri," has been continued with success, and the new 
Society Dantesca Italiana has been in active pro- 
gress. The quarterly bulletins which the latter pub- 
lishes contain a valuable bibliography for 1889. In 
one of them, moreover, Signor Del Lungo has com- 
municated part of a document,* hitherto unprinted, 
which throws light on events during the priorate of 
Dante, and all give evidence that carefully planned 
and well-concerted work in the historical, philologi- 
cal, and exegetical study of Dante is being done 
under its auspices. In America, too, the same studies 
are being carried on with some vigor, as the Libra- 
rian s list of additions to our collection shows. 

As regards the work of the Society, we have the 
same report to make. The number of members is 
slightly larger, and the number of additions to the 
Dante Library decidedly larger, than last year. The 

* Reprinted below, page 38. 
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collecting of materials for a concordance to the minor 
works of Dante, undertaken several years ago by cer- 
tain members of the Society, and by gentlemen con- 
nected in various ways with Harvard University, has 
also progressed somewhat. 

The announcement of the assignment of the Dante 
Prize for 1890 can be best made in the words of the 
official record, in the Harvard University Catalogue 
for 1890-91. 

"In Memoriam Charles Sterrett Latham. 

"The prize offered for 1889-90 was awarded to Mr. 
C. S. Latham, of the Class of 1884, A. B. 1888, for 
a translation of the Letters of Dante with a histor- 
ical and critical comment. Mr, Latham died on July 
21, 1890. 

" Mr. Latham was a member of the Class of 1884, 
but near the beginning of his last college year he was 
stricken with paralysis, and was unable to graduate 
witli his Class. His mind was not affected by dis- 
ease, and, after losing hope of immediate recovery of 
health, he determined to pursue his studies in his sick- 
room. With great resolution he completed the re- 
quirements of his college course, passed the examina- 
tions with high credit, and received the Bachelor's 
degree in 1888. Finding resource in intellectual pur- 
suits he determined, in spite of adverse conditions, to 
contend for the Dante Prize, and for more than a year 
devoted himself to the difficult task of translating the 
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letters of Dante, and of preparing a full comment 
upon them. His work was near enough completion 
in the spring of 1890 to be submitted to the commit- 
tee on the award of the prize, consisting of Professor 
Lowell, Professor Norton, and Mr. G. R. Carpenter, 
who were unanimous in their opinion of the merit of 
his work. He did not live to learn their award. In 
accordance with the desire of his mother, the prize 
adjudged to him of one hundred dollars is now offered 
again to be competed for. The competition is open 
not only to the students in any department of Har- 
vard University, and to Harvard graduates of not 
more than three years' standing, but also to students 
and graduates of similar standing of any college or 
university in the United States." 

The Council wishes to record its most sincere re- 
gret that the life of so devoted and earnest a scholar 
should have closed so early. It is a great pleasure to 
add that Mr. Latham's translation is spirited, and that 
his illustrative and explanatory notes are valuable to 
the student of the times of Dante. By the advice of 
the examining committee, the essay is shortly to be 
published. 

No essays were presented in May, 1891, for the 
Latham Prize, which therefore remains open for an- 
other year. Attention is especially called to the fact 
that " the competition is open not only to the students 
in any department of Harvard University, and to 
Harvard graduates of not more than three years' 
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standing, but also to students and graduates of similar 
standing of any college or university in the United 
States." 

The following subjects are proposed for the year 
1891-92, but competitors are at liberty to write on 
any one of the subjects which have been proposed for 
the five years during which the Dante Prize has been 
offered : — 

1. A comparison of Dante's system of sins in Hell and 
Purgatory, and an explanation of its apparent differences in 
the two realms. 

2. Who was the Matilda of the Earthly Paradise, and what 
is her allegorical and symbolical character ? 

3. The acquaintance of English writers from Chaucer to 
Gray with the Divine Comedy. 

The accompanying papers explain themselves. In 
the Ninth Annual Report was published Mr. Lane's 
Dante Bibliography for the year 1889, with the an- 
nouncement that on account of the regular publica- 
tion of a Dante bibliography in the " Bulletino " of the 
Italian Dante Society, it would not, in the opinion of 
the Librarian, be worth while to continue our bib- 
liography after that year. The first paper which ac- 
companies this Report, however, is a list of the books 
and periodical articles relating to Dante, received at 
the Harvard College Library during the year ending 
May I, 1 89 1. Of the 181 titles in this list, 105 are 
of contributions to periodicals, 35 being included in 
" L'Alighieri," and 62 are of books and pamphlets pre- 
sented by their authors or by other friends, making in 
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all 34 persons to whom the thanks of the Society are 
due for their generous interest in its collection. The 
purchases from the funds of the Society have been 
few, partly because of the scantiness of the funds 
themselves, and partly because a considerable invoice 
of books, now on its way from Italy, has been delayed 
on its passage. Next year's list, it may confidently 
be expected, will show a larger proportion of books 
paid for by this Society. In the second and third 
accompanying papers, the attempt has been made to 
collect for the first time, and to reprint in convenient 
form, such documents concerning the private ajBfairs 
and public life of Dante as have already been pub- 
lished. A large part of these documents are contained 
in books or periodical literature not easily accessible 
to many students of Dante, and it is hoped that to 
such this collection of them may be of permanent 
value; to all students it will be a convenience to have 
in a single publication documents which have been 
too long contained only in many different works. The 
remainder of the documents which concern Dante's 
public life will accompany the next Annual Report. 
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